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"We regret to announce the death of Charles Roberts, a 
Councillor of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, January 
23, 1902. He was elected a member of the Society March 
27, 1871, and of its Council January 21, 1884. 

Charles Roberts, son of Elihu and Anne Pettit Roberts, 
was born in Philadelphia August 21, 1846, and was a de- 
scendant of Cadwalader Roberts, who came to Pennsylvania 
in 1698 from Bala, Wales. He was educated in the Friends' 
schools of this city, and graduated from Haverford College 
in 1864. In the latter year he entered commercial life with 
"Whitall, Tatum & Co., and from 1869 to 1885 was a partner 
in the firm. In 1891 he was elected Vice-President and in 
1895 President of the Spring Garden Insurance Company. 
At the time of his death he was also connected with the 
following institutions : Academy of Fine Arts, Academy of 
Natural Sciences, Horticultural Society, Zoological Society, 
Franklin Institute, Photographic Society, Genealogical So- 
ciety, Geographical Society, Colonial Society, Fairmount 
Park Art Association, Apprentices' Library, Fuel Saving 
Fund Society, "William Penn Charter School, Commission 
on the Restoration of Independence Hall of Philadelphia, 
and the American Historical Association, Historical Society 
of Salem, New Jersey, Wisconsin Historical Society. 

Mr. Roberts was an enthusiastic antiquarian; his collec- 
tion of manuscripts and printed works relating to Friends 
is unsurpassed in this country, and he had also gathered 
a large and valuable collection of autographs. 

For nearly eighteen years Mr. Roberts represented his 
ward in Common Council, thirteen years of which as a 
member of its Finance Committee, for which his sound 
business habits so well qualified him. He was upright, 
earnest, and useful in his services in the municipal legislature. 



